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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NA, PINT, PDEV 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: STEYN POSTPONES MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

1 . THE LOCAL PRESS OF JANUARY 13 REPORTS THAT NAMIBIAN 
ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL, JUSTICE STEYN, HAS POSTPONED FOR 
ONE YEAR THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS (I.E., IN THE WHITE 
AREAS) THAT WERE DUE TO BE HELD ON MARCH 8. STEYN 
REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE POSTPONEMENT WAS DUE TO THE 
OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE OF THE GENERAL ELECTIONS BEING 
HELD THIS YEAR FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TO DRAFT AN 
INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUTION FOR NAMIBIA. ONE PRESS ACCOUNT 
SPECULATES THAT THE POSTPONEMENT MIGHT ALSO HAVE BEEN 
MEANT TO AVERT A CLASH AT THE POLLS BETWEEN DIRK MUDGE'S 
REPUBLICAN PARTY AND THE DIE HARDS OF THE NATIONAL 
PARTY. 
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2. COMMENT: HOLDING A WHITES-ONLY ELECTION WOULD 
HAVE BEEN INCONSISTENT WITH THE SAG'S COMMITMENT TO 
UNIVERSAL ONE-MAN ONE-VOTE ELECTIONS AND THUS WOULD 
HAVE DETRACTED FROM THE NON- APARTHEID AURA THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HOPES TO PROVIDE AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. 
WE ALSO THINK, AS THE PRESS SUGGESTS, THE SAG WISHED 
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TO AVOID A DEMONSTRATION AT THIS TIME OF DIVISIONS IN 
THE WHITE COMMUNITY. BOWDLER 
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